Cindy Choate
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A Final Message
It has been a Jong and tedious unsolic-
ited adventure.

I sincerely
who chose the -
turther this chat
SOME VEery pos
There is mu

hank those of you
T positive help
1ave accomplished

ve things for THCUS.

7111 be in the hands of
= to continue the process ina
1anncr.

We now have an archives to
store and keep important documents.
This was a nccessary step when the
incorporation papers, as well as club
secretary records could not be found. All
important documents can now go into
this area for safe keeping. The archives
is for the use of the entire club for
relerence when necessary. Now a legal
or important document not only is
rccorded by the secretary but a copy is
sent to the archives. This includes
documents such as insurance informa-
tion, club status, bonding and tax
documents, etal. I now heartily ask that
the new board also complete the papers
for a tax exempt status. It is true that we
legally do not need' this status now, but
as we gander growth, it is a valuable part
of being a corporation. This is the
saddest part of my tenure that was not
accomplished though the prercquisites
were solicited, they were not followed
through' on. I ask that the membership
request the continuance of this task.

We now have a performance
committee. This committee includes
arcas of obedience, lure coursing, agility,
tracking and any other arca of activity
outside of conformation, which the club
deems important under onc umbrella.
Hopcfully the next step is for this
committee to present to the membership
a criteria for a versatility title which of
coursc is given only by a parent club to
honor and recognize the efforts of a
member in various activities including
conformation. The idea behind a title
such as this is to awaken breeders and
owners to produce not only beautiful
specimens of this breed according to the
standard, but those capable of perform-
ing in areas the breed was originally
bred for. This hopefully will spur the
membership on to work their dogs not
only for a championship but to strive for

12ft 10 be done and I know

other areas in which our breed can
compete as this title would be the epitome
of accomplishment because of the efforts
to obtain It.

We now can accomplish much
more as 2 Board due to the use of an E-
mail agenda. The Board has been
performing it's duties by email which
certainly gives quicker response than
cither "snail mail" or annual (one)
meetings Though this area still needs
refining for ease of accomplishment, the
basics are in place. A member can c-mail
the sceretary to request Boardaction within
the confines of the Constitution. Since
some members do not have cmail access,
this is still a tentative area of endeavor and
we cannot ignore those not ablc to
contribute over the waves. We do need a
better and stricter protocol in order to
smooth the path to this area of endeavor.

The Third Eye is certainly an
improvement over past years - as should
be. This publication is what ties the
membership together and therefore is the
most important part of our club communi-
cations. I do not believe that any member
can honestly say that our quarterly

publication is not one to be pleased with. T

hope that this continucs and that in the
near future an issue is submitted to the
Dog Writers guild because I truly believe
that the "Eye" would receive commenda-
tion in its category.

‘We now have a National Show
Chair. A protocol has been written to help
direct the efforts of any member or
member club over the 'rough spots’ in
producing a National Specialty. This
position is one of liaison and help is now
available to anyone considering sponsor-
ing a National Specialty. The handbook
can guide one through the process quite
easily and successfully.

We have succeeded in rcorganiz-

ing some of the work done by the
exccutive staff. Membership is now its
own entity rather than belaboring the
sceretary. This committes has certainly
functioned even better than expected and
works in conjunetion with the secretary.

To the Board members: a sincere

thank you. We have traveled an unmapped
road in many arcas and come through
successfully. Please take this experience
and expand your knowledge.

I do suggest that each and every
THCUS member become involved with
your local kennel club. The information
and knowledge gathered certainly is

beneficial to a breed club. Those of you
involved in any business, please volunteer
to help in your club - this is a business and
to be successful must be managed as one,

Lastly, since there are no floor
nominations for our current clection, I
wish to propose that we elect by acclama-
tion the suggested slate presented by our
nominating committee according to
Article IV, section 3 of our current
constitution.

1 wish you only success in the future,
Luane V. Williams

Third Eye

Ibizan Hound Club of the United
Stales Quarterly Newsletter
Circulation 100
Newsletter material deadlines are:
Dee. 1, March 1, June 1, Sept. 1

Advertising Rates:
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including Diego and Carmen.
Cindy trains her dogs to work
in both therapy and search
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A Special Board Meeting was held in
January to select the two members and
alternates for the Nominating Committcc,
the Chairman having been choscn
previously.

Robbie Vanderpool moved that the board
confirm the members of the Nominating
Committee as proposed by the Chairman,
Cynthia KIttler. Those members names
being Mary Anne Stevens and Stephanie
Bonner. The motion was scconded by
Teddy Burke.

**#*Please note the President does not
vote except in case of a tie.

To Approve:

Teddy Burke, Carol Kauffiman, Robbie
Vanderpool, Rosc Bednarski,

Roberta Tanner, Stephanic Bonner

To Abstain:

John O'Malley

No Responsc:

Leslie Lucas

Teddy Burke moved that the names of
those members who have agreed to
volunteer their services to the Nominating
Committee as presented for a vote to fill
the two alternate positions be voted on by
the Board. The results of the vote giving
Board approval to the two highest vote
getters as alternates to the Nominating
Comrmittee. The third, or any others in
descending order, in reserve should they
be needed. The volunteers known to the
Board are: Ed Kimble, Prairic Wolf Joncs
and Gail Burgess. The motion was
scconded by Robbie Vanderpool.
**#+Please note: the President does not
vote except in the case of a tie.

Thosc voting for Ed Kimble:

Teddy Burke, Stephanie Bonner, Robbie
Vanderpool, Rose Bednarski, Carol
Kauftiman, Roger Tanner, Leslic Lucas.

Those voting for Prairie Wolf Jones:
Teddy Burke, Stephanie Bonner, Robbie
Vanderpool, John O'Malley, Carol
Kauffman, Leslie Lucas

Those voting for Gail Burgess: John
O’Malley, Rose Bednarski, Roger Tanner

Those selected by the Board to serve as
alternates on the Nominating
Committee are: Ed Kimble and Prairie
Wolf Jones.

Teddy Burke moved that the meeting be
adjourned. Robbie Vanderpool seconded
the motion and the mecting was ad-
Jjourned.

The Chairman of the Nominating
Committee, Cynthiz Kittler, has been
notiticd of the results of the Board's
action.

Respectfully submitted,
Robbic Vanderpool, Board Member
(for secretarv Stephanie Bonner)

February Board Meeting

I. The Board voted to approve the fund
raiser proposed by the Health and
Research Committee.

Those voting for the proposal: Stephanie
Bonner, Robbie Vanderpool, John
O'Malley, Rose Bednarski.

No Response: Roger Tanner, Leslie
Lucas

2. The Board voted to recommend the
following change to the Constitution and
By-laws, Section 5 - Specialty Show
Committee, Article V item a.:Al present
the section reads as follows:

The membership shall choose the
Conformation judges for all Specialty
shows. The Specialty judges will be
nominated by the membership from the
complete list of approved jusges. The
results from that votc will then be voted
on by the membership to sclcet the
Specialty judge.

The Board recommends that if the
membership approves it shall read:

The membership shall nominate and
choosc the Conformation judge(s) and
Sweepstakes judge(s) for all Specialty
shows, The Conformation judge(s) for
all A.K.C. regular classes shall be
nominated from the complete list of

A K.C.approved judges. The Sweep-
stakes judge(s) nominated may be
approved judges, aspiring judges or
Ibizan Hound breeders. The nominees
names shall be submitted to the member-
ship for a vote, with those receiving the

most votes being invited to judge at the
Specialty.

Those voting to propose the change:
Robbie Vanderpool, Rosc Bednarski,
Teddy Burke

Thosc voting against: John O'Mallcy
No Response: Roger Tanner, Leslie Lucas

A ballot on this matter will be mailed to
the general membership.

An application to hold the Specialty at the
Louisville Cluster has been

recieved from Kim Cerutti and the
application has been distributed to the
board for consideration in the next
monthly agenda.

Respectfully submitted,
Robbie Vanderpool, Board Member
(for secretary Stephanie Bonner)

MEMBERSHIP

Hello everyone.

A sympathy card from the club, was
mailed to Glen Brand regarding the
death of his wife, Dodi.

I know T write this every month, but
please remember, I am in charge

of thc membership list. ANY changes in
your name, address, phone

number, email address, kennel name
MUST be made to me as soon as you
know them so the club will have a current
listing on your information.

I know how easy it is to forget to tell
someone about a change, so if you

tell me right away, you won't be left out
in getting your newsletter, important
information concerning the club, etc.

The following 5 applications have been
approved by the board. Plcasc
welcome them into the club.

Heidi Smith Clevenstine
Robin Castillo

Gaylc Sutton

Terri Siverman

Larry Jones

continued on page 16
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Committee Reports

THCUS Breeder Referral
Committee Report — March
2001

The Breeder Referral Committee was
busy last year. Last July (2000) the
committee submitted several propos-
als to the board: a draft of Breeder
Referral Committee protocols;
changes to the Breeder Referral
Application Form; changes to the
"Selecting a Breeder” handout that is
part of the Breeder Referral Informa-
tion Packet; a draft of an update to the
ITICUS Brochure; and, a joint
proposal with Breed Rescue. The
board is still working on these
proposals and the committee antici-
pates a response in the near future.

The committee conducted a survey
where the Breeder Referral Commit-
tees of 42 parent breed clubs were
contacted. In part, they were asked:
"Does the committee accept breeders'
statements of genetic testing and
health checks or does the committee
ask for documentation of those tests?
Are you aware of any clubs that
require documentation?" There were
30 responses, with several requests
that the results of the survey be
shared with the clubs. Further work

on the survey was halted until the
board offers some feedback on
committee activity in regards to the
proposals submitted last July.

The total number of Breeder Referral
requests for 2000 is similar to that in
1999. In 2000 there were 148
requests compared with 152 in 1999.
A summary of Breeder Referral
requests for 2000 follows. How
Breeder Referral was contacted: 105
by e-mail; 29 by phone; and, 14 by
letter. Where they found IHCUS
Breeder Referral: 11 from the THCUS
website; 33 from the AKC website; 32
from other websites; 9 from Dog
Fancy; 7 from Dog World; 5 from
member; and, 50 were from unknown

sources. The unknown category‘
results from requesters failing to
inform us where they found IHCUS
Breeder Referral. This year Breeder
Referral has 16 members on the 2001
Breeder Referral List, up from 11 in
2000.

The committee expense summary for
2000 follows: postage S57.57;
supplies $5.20; printing $36.14;
phone $11.60; total $110.51.

Elizabeth Binney, PhD

IHCUS Breeder Referral Chairman
21993 Grip Road

Sedro-Woolley, WA 98284

Historian Committee

As historian for LH.C.U.S. my
primary function is to file current
issues of THE THIRD EYE,
LH.C.U.S. specialty results and any
material that is sent to me pertaining
to the club. If material is requested I
ask board permission before [ sendit
out. At the present time there are six
file boxes.

The yearly costs are approximately
$25.00 per year which includes both
postage and telephone.

Carol Dickerson Kauffman
March 6, 2001
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Health and Research Fund-Raiser

First Prize
16" X 24"

Custom Oil Paintingof a Canine of Winner's Choice

by renowned artist, Nan Kilgore Little

All clubmembers should have received 10 tickets each in the mail. Please help us to preserve the health of our breed by
selling your tickets or buying them yourself and sending in your money to:

Marge Morris
5944 Pinehill Road
Port Richey, FL.

As of the date of the printing of this issue of the Third Eye we have sold about 500 tickets and have 2,000 left to sell.
Many members have responded by sending in their stubs and checks. It is encouraging to see members’ support (or
H & R. For additional tickets call or email Marge at 727-846-8998 (day), 727-841-0568 (eve)

or colquick@gte.ne




Ch. Luxor's Playmate of the Year

\ / / ‘ "unny"

‘) 0 The Number One Ibizan Hound for 2000*

Best of Breed Westminster 2001
Luxor's 4th generation of group placing Ibizan Hounds

A spectal thank you to Wendy Marquardt, Bunny's owner
and Elaine Ferguson, the owner of Bunny father, Hogan
Jor making this all possible.

Leslie Lucas

Luxor Ibizan Hounds
* group systems




continued from puage 4
IHCUS Membership
Committee Annual Report -

This was the first year for the Mem-
bership Committee. Originally, it
was one of the jobs the sccretary had
to fill. I started this committee by
asking the membership for sugges-
tions to improve our quota of recruit-
ing new members, keeping the
members we have, and what to do to
make the club more interesting for the
membership. Some suggestions were:
A. Having a club pin that members
can wear B. Another was a "Meet the
New Member"- an interview with
new members, C. "Getiing to Know
You"- with present members being
mterviewed. D. "Remember When"-
moments past of club events. |

am still working on developing an
internet program that will be available
to everyone, for viewing pedigrees of
Ibizan Hounds.

As of January. 2000, the total number
of members in our club in was

79. The total number of newsletter
exchange was 4. In 2000 there were
19 requests for applications. We had
13 new members join our club.

And I was informed of 13 corrections
to the membership list. Condolence
cards were sent to Cynthia Kittler,
Claudette Papenburg, and Johanna
Tanner. A plant dish with some cut
flowers was delivered to Stephanie
Bonner on the birth of her daughter.
There were two requests for newslet-
ters. One was from a member who
did not receive an current issue and
the second was for past issues which
were paid for @ $5.00 cach.

The committee expense summary for
2000 follows: postage and printing
91.36; plant 49.48; total $140.84. This
total covers the postage for new
membership mailings of: a welcome
letter, current newsletter, breed
standard, and an membership list.
The postage is for people requesting
an application (T also include the
code of ethics with each mailing) and
mailing of sympathy cards. The

printing consisted of copying the
breed standard, constitution and by-
laws, applications, and the code of
ethics.

Rose Bednarski

IHCUS Membership Chairperson
7335 Green Bay Road

Kenosha, WT 53142
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Third Eye ﬁ

The following is a breakdown for the
types of costs incurred for publication
of a typical issue of Third Eye.
*Poslage and copies for reminder to
submit material to members without
email: $10.00 (1 usually pick up this
cost myself----I don't send receipts

to Treasurer)

*Envelopes (9 X 12) for mailing
approximatcly $7-8.00

*Postage to Board Member to review
issue (usually 2-3 mailing) $15-17
*Printing costs----depends on number
of pages, type of paper, set up costs
*Mailing costs----domestic and
overseas

The January 2001 issue costs broke
out as follows:

Envelopes $7.05

Postage for Board Member Review:
$16.00

Printing (issue was 33 pages on laser
paper plus additional copies for
Breeder Expert application) $416.95
Postage (89 rcgular, 4 Canadian, 7
overseas, extra p()slagc to
Membership copies) $146.75
TOTAL: $586.50

1 received revenue for ads and
subscriptions:

Ads $250.00

Extra copies requested by member
(he paid for additional copies) $20.00
Subscriptions: $32.00 (2 @ $16.00
per year)

I believe it is important to have a
quality publication for our members.
Ifmembers are paying for ads, they

deserve pictures that arc clear so that
others may see their dogs. It is also
important to have a well layed out
publication so that people who arc
interested in subscriptions (potential
new members) have something that is
reasonablc for the price (approxi-
matcly $4.00 per issue) 1 believe
some of the costs that have been
adding to the newsletter are the
following:

*Additional members (when I first
worked with newsletter, approxi-
mately 88 copies went out----now [
send out approximately 101 copies. I
retain 2 copies in case members don't
receive theirs and I send the Member-
ship Chair3-7 copies for new
members)

*Rising postage and postage for
overseas members. For the January
issue,$27.80 was spent for 7 overseas
newsletters.

*Printing ----In order to achieve
quality, I have chosen (o use laser
printing for the last two issues. I take
the document on disk to Kinkos and
they send directly to laser printer) I do
all the stapling nccessary. I was
told by Kinkos that T could cut costs if
I used 70# paper instead of laser
paper (16 versus 21 cents) For the
next issuc I will look at a proof copy
on70# paper and see if it will work for
our needs. Costs could be cut if we
set a limit on the number of pages---
i.c. 25-30 pages. This last issuc was
33 pages, specialty issue 2000 was 41
pages printed. Kinkos does give me a
10% discount because we are a non-
profit organization. (I saved $42 for
Jan.issuc)

I take pride in my work on the Third
Eye. I think I've made some
improvements in the quality of the
newsletter. 1 can't tell you the number
of hours I have worked on it. This last
issue alone for the time required

for mailing-----4 hours. I have also
been putting club inserts into the
issue (i.c. dues notice, breeder expert
application) so postage for those
items has been saved by putting them
in Third Eye.

Holly Hamilton Editor, Third Eye




Cherry Blossom Kennel
would like to share the great NEWS....Puppies!

The Sire:
“Austin”

Can. Ch Serget Cherry
Blossom Azz Kikr, CGC

*#1 Ibizan Hound in Canada
in 2000
*Won BOS at the Ibizan
Hound Club of Canada

The Dam:
“Cherry”

Earstwo Cherry Blossom,
JCCGC

*ASFA and AKC coursing
pointed
*One major need to finish
AKC conformation
championship
Puppiesstill available- two
show prospects and two for
companion homes

Congratulations to Charles Jester for acquiring puppy Cherry Blossoms Red Hot Bam-Bam aka Bam-Bam, as
well as Elizabeth C. Steward, co-owner of puppy Cherry Blossoms Sparkl'n Brute aka Julian, and Maragret M.
Steward, co-owner of puppy Cherry Blossoms Pepr' mint Stick aka Chole. Look for these outstanding
youngsters in the show ring.

Melissa Steward
Cherry Blossom Kennel, Harrington Delaware

(302)284-0514 or (302)284-0633
cheribloss@hotmail.com
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continued from page 6
Nominating Committee

Cynthia Kittler . Chairperson
Stephanic Bonner. THCUS Board Representative
Mary Anne Stevens, outgoing chairperson
Alternates: Prairie Wolf Jones

Ed Kimble

The Nominations Committee's purpose was to propose a slate of officers and
board members to begin terms in May 2001. This task required a lot of
telephone calls and personal contacts to try to obtain nominees who were not
only willing to serve in the position needed, but who had the background and
experience to know how a dog club should be run to benefit both the breed and
the members of the organization. The slate was presented to the Secretary on
the date prescribed in theconstitution. The slate was mailed to the membership
with instructions for floor nominations if anyone so desired to have their name
placed in nomination. Only one floor nomination was received and it was
withdrawn before the date to send out the ballot.

I am happy to announce that since there were no floor nominations, 1 request
that the proposed slate be elected by acclamation. There was a list of questions
sent to all of the nominees. The responses to these will be printed in the next
Third Eye so members may get to know the new officers and board members
and how they will responded to the concerns which were brought up by some
of the members.

The new officers are:

President John O'Malley
Vice President Katie Campbell
Secretary Nancy Turchi
Treasurer Teddy Burke

Board Members:

Carol Kauffman

Alice Mirestes

Rose Bednarski-Simonson
Nancy Stabler I
Luane Williams (as past president)

Charley

Congratulations to all of your from the Nominations Committee. We look
forward to your leadership in the coming term.

My thanks to all of the members and alternates of the NominationsCommittee
who worked to gather such an impressive slate. Your support and assistance
was most appreciated.

The Nominating Committee needs to have a budget approved for it as there is
a considerable expense involved in calling persons to request they consider
running for an elected office in ITHCUS. The committee members this year
worked without one but the telephone expenses were more than expected. It
is suggested that a budget of S 100.00 be allowed to defry some of the
expenses of the Chair and members of this committee.

Respectfully submitted,
Cynthia Kittler, Chairperson, Nominations Committee

Postcard from Spain.....

e
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We would like to inform you
about the "Fira del Ca lvissenc
de Sitges”.

This is an international exhibi-
tion about the Ibizan Hound
with the only aim to breed this
type of dog. We had more than
400 dogs in our last exhibition
and we would fike to make our
next one even bigger.

The exhibition will take place
on September the 1st/ 2nd,
2001.

Antonio Sanchez Gimenez.
email: Amicsaivissenc@aol.com

A Brag!

On April 1, 2001
Ch. Gryphon’s
Stellar Eminence,
owned by Alice Mirestes,
Julia Hatfield and
Kimberly Hinton won a
Group IV placement at the
Claremore Kennel Club
show under judge
Roxanne Berton

Congratulations!




New Champion!

ch. Gryphon's Double Rairnioow Nova

SOUTHEAST. .. BB = ¢
ARKAMSAS

KERNEL

cLus

(Ch. Gryphons Man From Mars X Am/Can Ch. Gryphons Ca Evissa D’Ibiza)

Nova finished her conformation championship at the Louisville
shows March 2001.

She finished with three majors all before her first birthday!

Owner/Handler: Breeder:
Pam Mutchek Susan Fegan
T’marras Kennels Gryphon Ibizans

Benton, IL LaConner, WA

http://www.geocities.com/
tmarraskennels
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IBIZAN HOUND CLUB OF THE UNITED STATES
TREASURER’S REPORT - (12-3-2000 TO 3-18-2001)
Beginning with a Balance Dated 12-3-2000 $4898.65
INCOME
Membership (2001 Dues Renewals & New Members) 705.00
Newsletler Sales (Ads purchased in the Winter issue of the Third Eye) 275.00
Sales (Other):
Two Dr. Bell tapes made by Susan and Peter Viveiros 40.00
Purchase of extra Newsletters 77.00
Trophy Donations for 2001 Specialty 325.00
Other income (payment of check return charge to IHCUS account) 5.00
Donations to Health and Research 50.00
Total Income: 1477.00

EXPENSES (DEBITS)

Check to Rose Bednarski for Flowers sent to Stephanie Bonner 39.83
Check to Cheri Talbot for Breeder Referral Expenses 28.97
Check to Holly Hamilton for Overage on Winter Newsletter _ 186.50
Check to Rose Bednarski for Membership Mailing Expenses 12731
Check to Dog Fancy (Breed/Breeder Information Ad) 99.00
Check to Holly Hamilton for Spring Newsletter Issue 400.00
Bank Service Charge 5.00
Total Expenses (Debits) 771.61

Beginning with a balance of $4898.65 plus income of $1477.00 minus expenses (debits) of $771.61
leaves a balance of $5604.04. No dollars were spent on Rescue during this period

As you all know, this is my final Treasurer’s Report. Before I turn over the IHCUS books to the new
Treasurer, I will have a complete Audit of the books done, in accordance with the Constitution,
Article TII, Section 2, (d). 1 assumed the position of Treasurcr on April 6, 1992 and have worked
hard to maintain the funds of IHCUS. Your trust and faith in me has been much appreciated. 1 know
that the new Treasurer will experience the same trust and faith from the Membership. This is not an
easy job, especially during dues renewal, so I hope that all of you will give the new Treasurer your
utmost support. Thank you.

Since the Editor of the Third Eye receives this report via e-mail, please accept my printed signature
listed below.

Respectfully Submitted 3-18-2001
John E. O’Malley — Outgoing Treasurer of [HCUS




Chairperson: Mary Anne Stevens
Members: Teddy Burke, Suzanne Faria,
Margaret Harris. Marge Morris

Intro to article by MAStevens

In October of 1999 | contacted Dr John
Armstrong afler finding reference to his
article "The Poodle and the Chocolate
Cake"” (now part of a 16 pg genetics
booklet) and The Canine Diversity
Project. In a note from Dr Armstrong he
wrote. "Though the project was originally
conceived as an educational tool, we have
also undertaken longevity studies on
several breeds. As an adjunct to the
website, there is an email discussion
group..." (information at the website)

After reading some of the
diversity project materials I'm willing to
bet you'll think of our breed and its "few"
problems differently. The effective
population size of our breed even world
wide is such that we need to more actively
pursue genetics education and be more
judicious in our breeding and breed
stewardship. To use myself as an example;
T purchased what was considered an
outcross here in the States and then made
the effortto import additional outcrosscs I
thought would be beneficial. Research of

pedigrecs across two continents shows
that in the six and seventh generation
there are common ancestors in both. The
close relationship of our breed's gene pool
make our choices especially important to
the breed and its future.

At the website you will find
several articles by Dr Armstrong and
others such as Dr Hellmuth Wachtel, Dr
Leos Kral and Dr Catherine Marley.
These and others such as Dr Padgett
(whose work was previously reviewed)
have dedicated themselves to various
arcas relating to canine good health and

breeding. Whether you are a breeder or
an owner I encourage you to learn

what you can in these areas. The
following article is a sampling from The
Caninc Diversity Project.

The Price of Popularity: Popular
Sires and Population Genetics
by C.A. Sharp

Consider the hypothetical case of Old
Blue, Malthound extraordinaire. Blue
was perfect: Sound, healthy and smart.
On week days he retrieved malt balls
from dawn to dusk. On woeckends he
sparkled in malt field and obedience
trials as well as conformation shows,
where he baited to--you guessed
it--malt balls.

LEverybody had a good reason to
breed to Blue, so everybody did. His

descendants trotted in his paw-prints on
down through their generations.But what
people didn't know was that Old Blue,
good as he was, carried a few bad gencs.
They didn't affect him, nor the vast
majority of his immediate descendants.
To complicate the matter further, some of
those bad genes were linked to genes for
important Malthound traits.

A few Malthounds with
problems started showing up. They
scemed isolated, so everyone assumed it
was "just one of thosc things." A few
declared them "no bigdeal.” Those
individuals usually hadaffected dogs. All
in all, folks carried on as usual.

Time passed. More problem
dogs turned up. People made a point not
to mention the problems to others
because everyone knows the stud owner
always blames the bitch for the bad things
and takes credit for the good. Stud owners
knew it best to keep quiet so as not to
borrow trouble. Overall, nobody did
anything to get to the bottom of the
problems, because if they were really
significant, cverybody would be talking
about it, right?

Years passed. Old Bluc had long
since moldcered in his grave. By now,

everyone was having problems, from big
ones like cataracts, epilepsy or thyroid
disease to less specific things like poor-
keepers, lack of mothering ability and
short life-span. "Where can [ go to get
away from this?" breeders wondered. The
answer was nowhere,

People became angry. "The
responsiblc partics should be punished!"
Breeders who felt their programs might be
implicated stonewalled. Some quietly

decided to shoot, shovel and shut-up. A
foew brave souls stood up and admitted
their dogs had a problem and were
houndcd out of the breed.

The war raged on, with owners, breeders
and rescue workers flinging accusations
at each other. Mcanwhile everybody
carried on as always. After another decade
or two the entire Malthound breed
collapsed under the weight of its accumu-
lated genetic debris and went extinct.

This drastic little fable is an
exaggeration--but not much of onec. Here's
similar, though less drastic, cxample from
real life: There once was a Quarter Horsc
stallion named Impressive. The name fit.
He sired many foals who also cxhibited
his desired traits. But when they and their
descendants were bred to cach other,
those offspring sometimes died. Impres-
sive had been the carrier of a lethal
single-gene recessive trait, No one knew it
was there until they started in-breeding on
him. The situation of a single sire having
this kind of drastic genetic effecton a
breed became known as the "Impressive
Syndrome."

Many specics and breeds of
domestic animals, including dogs, have
suffered "Impressive Syndromes” of their
own. But cases like that of Impressive are
only the tip of the iceberg. A single-gene
recessive becomes obvious in just a few
gencrations. But what about more
complex traits?

This is not to say that those
popular sires we so admire are bad
breeding prospects. Their many excellent
traits should be utilized, but even the
best of them has genes for negative traits.

The problcm is not the popular
sires, but how we use them. For a century
or more, in-breeding has been the name
of the game. (For the purposcs of this
article, "in-breeding" refers to the
breeding of dogs related to cach other

and therefore includes line-breeding.) By
breeding related individuals, a breeder
increased his odds of producing dogs
homozygous for the traits he wanted.
Homozygous individuals are much more
likely to produce thosc traitsin the next
generation.

When a male exhibits a number
of positive traits and then proves his

ability to produce those traits hc may
become a popular sire, one that is

used by almost everyone breeding during
his lifetime, and maybe beyond,

thanks to frozen semen.

continued on next page
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Since the offspring and grand-
offspring and so on are good, breeders
start breeding them to each other. If the
results continue to be g2ood, additional
back-crosses may be made for genera-
tions. Somectimes a sirc will be so heavily
used that, decades hence, breeders may
not even be aware of how closely bred
their animals are because the dog no
longer appears on their pedigrees.

This is the case in Australian
Shepherds. Most show-line Aussies trace

back, repeatedly, to one or both of two
full brothers: Wildhagen's Dutchman

of Flintridge and Fieldmaster of
Flintridge. These, products of a program
of inbreeding, were quality individuals
and top-producing sires. They are
largely responsible for the over-all quality
and uniformity we see in the breed ring
today--a uniformity that did not exist
before their birth ncarly three decades
ago.

Working lines have also seen
prominent sires, but performance traits are

far more complex, genetically and
because of the significant impact of
environment. They are thercfore harder to
fix. Performance breeders will

in-breed, but are more likely to stress
behavioral traits and general

soundness than pedigree and conforma-
tional minutiae. The best working sircs
rarely become as ubiquitous as the best
show-line sires.

Not every popular sire becomes
s0 because of his ability to producc
quality offspring, Some have won major
events or are owned by individuals with a
knack for promotion. Such dogs may
prove to be wash-outs once their get is
old cnough to evaluate. But a lot of
breeders have been using the animal

for the few years it takes to figure that
out, the damage may alrcady have
been done.

Usc of cven the best popular
sires, by its very nature, limits the
frequency of some genes in the breed
gene pool while simultaneously
increasing the frequency of others. Since
sons and grandsons of popular
sires tend to become popular sires the
trend continues, resulting in
further deerease and even extinction of
some genes while others become
homozygous throughout the breed. Some
of these traits will be positive, but
not all of them.

The owners of Old Blue, the
Malthound in the opening fable, and those

who owned his most immediate descen-
dants had no idea what was happening
under their noses. They were delighted to
have superior studs and even more
delighted to breed them to as many good
bitches as possible. Dog breeding and
promoting is an cXpensive proposition.
One usually winds up in the hole. But
owning a popular sire can change that.
The situation looks like a winner for
everyone--the stud owner finds his
financial burden reduced while breeders
far and widc get to partake of his dog's
golden genes.

No one breeding dogs wants to
produce sick dogs. A small minority are

callous and short-sighted cnough to
shrug genetic problems off as the price
you pay to get winners, but cven they do
their best to avoid letting it

come to general attention.

We need a total re-thinking of
how we utilize stud animals. No single
dog, no matter how superior, should
dominate the gene pool of its breed.
Owners of such sires should give scrious
consideration to limiting how often that

dog is used, annually, through its lifetime
and on into the future, if frozen semen is -
stored. The stud owner should also look
not only at the quality of the bitches being
presented, but their pedigrees. How much|
will the level of inbreeding be increased
by a particular mating?

The bitch owner also needs to
think twice about popular sires. If you
breed to the stud of the moment and
everyone clse is doing the same, where
will you go when it comes time to make
an outcross?

Finally, the attitude toward
genetic disease itsclf has to change. It
must cease being everyone's dirty little
sceret, Tt must cease being a brick
with which we bludgeon those with the
honesty to admit it happened to them. It
must become a topic of open, reasoned
discussion so owner of stud and bitch
alike can make informed breeding
decisions. Unless breeders and owners re-
think their long-term goals and how they
react to hereditary problems, the situation)
will only get worse.

C.A. Sharp is editor of the "Double Helix
Network News". This article appeared in
Vol. IV, No. 3 (Summer 1998). it may be
reprinted providing it is not altered and
appropriate credit is given. August 18,
1998

News from the Northwest-
TPIHC
by Holly Hamilton

The Twin Peaks Ibizan
Hound Club has been busy lately. In
February, the club held its second
annual banquet/dinner presenting
award certificates to new title holders.
The dinner was held at a restaurant
close to the new location of the
Scattle Kennel Club Show. Members
met Saturday night and had a deli-
cious dinner of lasagne and salad and
told tales of their “beezers.” The
highlight of the Saturday show was
when member Madeleine Hamza
(who had trekked down to join us
from Vancouver Island, Canada)
showed her excitement when her first
time entered dog, Pluto won Best of
Winners (he was the only dog entered
and there was a bitch major) by
jumping up and down excitedly in the
ring. It was a very fun moment!

The club will hold its second
ASFA Fun Trial April 7th in Roy,
Washington in conjunction with
WRAG, a local whippct coursing
club. Members are all taking turns
trying different “crew” positions to
gain experience for future trials.

In mid June, TPIHC will
hold a B-OB match in conjunction
with theWestern Washington Hound
Club. Included with the regular
confirmation and obedience will be a
Parade of Field Champions.

continued on page 15

















































