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Column length and writing tips 

 
COLUMN LENGTH: We request length of about 600 words. Note there is some leeway in this, and 
additional length for specific columns is usually approved upon request—just let me know. 

 
Why a length limit? Since we have an average of approximately 50 breed columns in production 
every month, generally limiting the length of individual columns helps to keep the overall process 
manageable. We appreciate your understanding. 
 
One upside of having to keep within a length limit while writing is that it is an impetus to clarify 
your thoughts and focus on the essence of what you want to say.  

 
Some writing tips: 
 

• It can be daunting to try to completely cover a broad topic in one column. If you find that 
600 words isn’t long enough to address the topic you have in mind, try focusing instead on 
one aspect of that topic, or an interesting angle on it. (Or you could address an extensive 
topic through a longer, multi-part piece. Remember, though, that separate installments will 
appear three months apart, which is not ideal.)  

 
• One good way to focus a column is to structure it as a response to a specific question.  

 
• Rewriting is key. What you want to convey will come through more clearly if it’s not lost 

amid imprecise or redundant language. Often this means taking the time to carefully read 
your initial draft and doing some rewriting.   

 
• MY NUMBER-ONE TIP: I highly recommend making it a habit during the writing 

process to periodically read aloud to yourself what you’ve written. This can be a great 
help in identifying where the text can be condensed, clarified, organized more logically or 
consistently, or otherwise improved. It’s in reading aloud to myself what I’ve written that 
often I’ll come up with a different word, phrase, sentence construction, or arrangement of 
thoughts that works much better. 
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Info for clubs: Appointing a columnist or coordinator 
 

If your club is still in the process of selecting someone to handle the breed’s AKC Gazette 
column, know that the role can be set up in different ways. Many clubs have one main Breed 
Columnist who writes and submits most of the breed’s Gazette columns, perhaps with other 
people contributing a guest column occasionally. Other clubs will appoint a Breed Columns 
Coordinator who, rather than writing the bulk of the columns, arranges for different club 
members to contribute guest columns throughout the year on different topics—often these being 
topics that a guest writer has special expertise in. (For example, they’ll have an agility person 
send in a column about working the breed in agility, a member of the judges’ education 
committee write about essential points in judging the breed, and so on). Other clubs have a 
committee of two or more people who simply take turns writing the column throughout the year. 
 
—or there can be any mix of those approaches. Whichever way your club would like to set it up 
is fine, just so that throughout the year there is one person who is my ongoing contact for the 
club and who forwards me the breed’s column for each deadline as needed. 

 
 

A note regarding editing 
 

Columns may be edited for clarity and style before publication—always with the reader in mind. Our 
staff scrutinize every word, sentence, and paragraph in the publication to optimize clarity, accuracy, 
sense, style, and readability. In other words, it’s possible that adjustments beyond correction of 
spelling, grammar, or punctuation may be carefully made to your manuscript. Any changes of this type 
are made with discretion and with the reader in mind.  

 
Throughout the text we ask questions like these:  
 

• Is the reader going to understand exactly what the writer is trying to say here?  
 
• Are the facts accurate and up to date (as best we can reasonably ascertain)? 
 
• Is this the clearest, most precise, best way this can be said?  

 
• Do the ideas presented in this paragraph, and in this article as a whole, flow in a logical 

and effective way? 
 

 
The writer’s voice 
 
Throughout the editing process we strive very hard to preserve each writer’s unique voice. 
The diversity of voices in the breed columns and the wide range of experience they represent are 
what make the breed columns a rich and lively forum. Please know that we respect the importance 
of your individual voice and keep this at the forefront while making editing decisions. 
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Writing style (grammar guidelines, etc.) 
 
Recommended style guides  
 
I recommend the use of a writing “style guide” you can refer to. A style guide is an authoritative 
reference for the rules of grammar, spelling, usage, and punctuation in standard English. Use of a 
common style guide helps to ensure consistency in published material.  
 
As an in-house reference the AKC Gazette generally adheres to the grammar and usage rules 
described in Garner’s Modern English Usage, by Bryan A. Garner (Oxford University Press, 
2016). This is an excellent reference and one we recommend for any writer.  
 
Two other excellent sources I recommend for any writer are The Chicago Manual of Style 
(http://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org) and The Elements of Style, by Strunk and White.   
 
At the AKC, we supplement these general style guides with our own in-house style guide that goes 
into further detail, much of which is dog related. For example, we don’t use quotation marks 
around dogs’ call names; we capitalize the names of breeds; we try to refer to dogs as “who” rather 
than “that,” and as “him” or “her” rather than “it”; and so on. (For consistency’s sake, we usually 
take care of these specific dog-related adjustments—you don’t have to worry about them.) 
 

 
Style tips for the Breed Columns: 

 
• Format: Please avoid using headers/footers, tabs, underlines, footnotes, or all-caps in your 

column. Italics, italicized sub-headings, and bullet points are OK. 
 
• Please give complete information. At first mention, please don’t use abbreviated or partial names, 

acronyms, or terminology and assume that readers will know exactly who or what you are 
referring to.  
 
Be sure that people, places, programs, methods, etc. referred to in columns are clearly identified. 
That is, rather than saying something like “In 1970, Smith imported two dogs,” identify Smith a 
little more explicitly (such as “British fancier Nigel Smith of the Brownstone kennel”) at the first 
mention of his name. Even if very experienced fanciers might know who you’re talking about 
when you just say “Smith,” newcomers to the breed might not.  
 
The same goes for acronyms and abbreviations that represent programs, organizations, health 
conditions, and so on. When making a reference to something like a training method or theory, at 
first mention try to at least very briefly summarize it, if possible—again, please don’t just throw it 
out there and assume that every reader will know exactly what you’re referring to. 
 

• Back up the facts. If you include a statistic or specific factual detail in your column (such as “50 
percent of Americans own pets”), please mention or cite the source of the information, if possible. 

 
• Please remember to TITLE your column. It’s surprising how often people forget to do this! 

Please try to keep titles fairly short. (We reserve the right to modify titles.) 
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Watch out for two common errors 

 
Again, please read through your column once more before sending. No worries, it doesn’t have to be 
grammatically perfect! Just FYI, however, following are the two punctuation mistakes we see most often. 
 
Most common error #1: Using single quotation marks.  
Almost always, you should use double quotation marks—not single. 
 
In American English, the double quotation mark (“ ”) is almost always what should be used. That’s what 
is correct for the following situations:  
 
— to give a direct quote of spoken or written language. (“Hey!” she shouted.) 
— around the title of a poem, song, article, or other short work. (“Yesterday” is by the Beatles.) 
— to indicate humorous or ironic usage, slang, or other unusual use of a word or words, or around a word 
or term that is being defined. (Nowadays, calling someone “basic” can be an insult.) 
 
INCORRECT:   ‘I can’t believe I won!’ she exclaimed. 
CORRECT:   “I can’t believe I won!” she exclaimed. 
 
INCORRECT:   It was ‘cool’ to wear bell-bottoms back then. 
CORRECT:   It was “cool” to wear bell-bottoms back then. 
 
Here in the U.S., single quote-marks (‘ ’) are generally limited to indicating a quote within a quote. (Also, 
in the U.S. they are used in newspaper headlines in place of double quote-marks.) 
 
 
Most common error #2:  Putting a comma or period outside the quotation 
mark. Commas and periods should always go inside the quote-mark. 
 
This is another mistake we see almost every day. In American English, the comma or period should 
always go inside the quote—just before the closing quotation mark.  
 
INCORRECT:   My favorite poem is “The Road Not Taken”, by Robert Frost. 
CORRECT:   My favorite poem is “The Road Not Taken,” by Robert Frost. 
 
INCORRECT:   The judge said, “Take them around”.  
CORRECT:   The judge said, “Take them around.”  
 
(Q: What about other punctuation marks? A: Colons, semicolons, question marks, and exclamation points 
can go inside or outside the quotation marks, depending on whether they are part of what is being quoted.) 
 
 
One more thing: Please use the “Oxford comma” 
 
This isn’t regarding an error but is rather an aspect of our publication style: In the interest of ensuring 
clarity we observe the “Oxford comma,” also known as the serial comma. This means in listing a series 
of things, there should be a comma after the second-to-last thing in the list—that is, right before the 
“and.” Here are examples: 
 
roses, daisies, and sunflowers     setters, spaniels, and retrievers    Puppy, Novice, and Open 
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Formatting your column for submission 

 
• Please format your column as follows (please use Times New Roman font, 12 pt, if possible): 
 

Top of page:  • the name of your breed 
 • month and year of the Gazette issue in which the column is intended to appear. 
 
Next:  • title of the column (Please don’t forget to give your column a title.) 
 
  • main text of the column  
 
At the end:  • your name (as you would like it to appear), then your email address. (If you don’t 

want your email address to be published, that’s not a problem at all—just let me 
know.) You can follow this with your city and state if you wish. It is not 
required, but some people like to include that info as well. 
 

 • (Next line): Parent club name, then full web address of the parent club website. 
 

  In other words, please have the closing like this: 
—Jane Smith,  
janesmith@gmail.com 

Irish Setter Club of America  http://www.irishsetterclub.org 
 
So, a column would look like this: 

Sample Column 
[shortened]: 

 
Irish Setters 10-21 
 
Ensuring Good Homes for Puppies  (Title—Please don’t forget to title your column!) 
 

While eagerly awaiting the arrival of my new litter, I reviewed my thoughts on what I expect 

from a puppy buyer and how I hope the buyer has prepared for their new acquisition. I am sure we 

all feel that the ideal owner for an Irish Setter is someone who has had the breed before. 

Realistically, however, that’s not always the case. Following are my thoughts on the topic.  

[…] 

There is nothing like an Irish Setter. The breed is a wonderful sportsman and a loyal family 

dog. However, some of the breed’s attributes are not for everyone. To ensure the “right fit” of each 

puppy with his new family, the new owner has researched the breed thoroughly and knows what to 

expect, and the breeder provides the owner with continuing support after the pup goes to his new 

home and for the dog’s whole life.  

—Jane Smith, (Please don’t forget to put your name at the end!)  

janesmith@gmail.com 

Irish Setter Club of America   http://www.irishsetterclub.org     
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How do I send the column? 
 
As detailed on page 15, you can send in the text of your column two ways—either way is fine: 
 

• typed or pasted into the body of your email   
      — OR— 
• as an attached file 

 
If you are sending an attached file, we ask that files be sent in Microsoft Word format (any version of 
Word you have is fine) or other file format ending in .doc, .docx, or .txt.  

 
If possible, please do NOT send your column as a PDF, RTF, or Pages file.   

 
 
What file name should I give the column (if I’m sending it as an attached file)? 
 
Please name the file of the column you’re sending in a way that indicates the breed (abbreviated or 
shortened breed name is fine) and the month/year of the Gazette issue the column is intended for.  
 
For example, the file for the Irish Setter sample column might be given a name such as the following. 
Any of these would be fine: 
 

Irish Setters 10-2021.doc 
Irish Setter 10-21 Gazette.docx 
Ir Sett Oct 2021.doc 
 
(Both .doc and .docx file types are OK.) 
 

Formatting tips 
 

• Only one space after a period, please, if it’s not too much of an inconvenience. (However, I 
know many people learned otherwise, and this can be a hard habit to break. If that’s the case for 
you, it’s not a big deal. I can make the change after I receive the column.) 

 
•  Please do not type in extra spaces or tabs to indent your paragraphs. (However, if the program 

you’re writing in indents the paragraphs automatically, that’s OK.) 
 

• Please no tabs, underlined, or all-caps text (except as in titles or abbreviations). (If you’d like 
to emphasize a word or phrase, you can use italics.) 

 
• Bulleted or numbered lists are OK and often a great way to make information easily digestible. 
 
• Please do not add a header, footer, or page numbers to your document, or format it in 

multiple columns. I get these a lot; they can be problematic in preparing text for layout.  
 

• LINKS / website addresses: Please DO include as many website addresses/links as you wish. 
These are a huge plus—and they can include links to videos, such as on YouTube. Just put the 
full web address in parentheses right after mentioning the site or video. Example: “Good 
information on evaluating puppies can be found on the AKC website (http://www.akc.org).” 
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Facebook page and Gazette articles online  
 
With the recent launch of several new ways of reaching our audience, the Gazette’s online readership has 
inreased tremendously and continues to grow. 
 
• Facebook page  

The AKC Gazette page on Facebook has become popular with fanciers, and our audience grows 
every day. Find the page at www.facebook.com/AKCgazettemagazine — or simply search for AKC 
Gazette on Facebook. On this page we sometimes share breed columns and other Gazette material, as 
well as photos, links, videos, and other information of interest to serious fanciers of purebred dogs. 
 
If you’re on Facebook, we hope you’ll “Like” our page and share the posts! This is an important way 
of reaching more people with Gazette content.  

 
• Gazette articles on AKC.org 

Some Gazette articles are featured on AKC.org as a way of sharing expert information with dog 
owners and fanciers.  

 
• SUBSCRIBE for email delivery of each issue 

Each issue is now also shared every week via AKC Gazette email to 100,000+ members of the fancy. 
To subscribe to email delivery of the Gazette each month, visit www.akc.org/subscribe. 
 

 
 

QUICK LINKS — Finding the AKC Gazette online: 
 

• AKC Gazette website (where you can browse past issues): 

  www.akc.org/products-services/magazines/akc-gazette/ 

• AKC Gazette Facebook page:  www.facebook.com/AKCgazettemagazine/   
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Please feel free to send PHOTOS! 
 
We encourage you to send one or more photos to accompany your column whenever possible. Photos 
relating to your column can greatly enhance the column’s appeal, impact, and educational value. 
 
To submit, feel free to send one or more photos along with your column to Arliss.Paddock@akc.org. 
 

Please always send photos as separate attached files, not embedded/pasted into the document. Thanks! 
 
(Submission of a photo to Arliss.Paddock@akc.org implies that you give permission to the AKC and 
the AKC Gazette for the above use.)  
 
The best photos are in sharp focus, showing a reasonably good specimen of the breed, with the dog(s) as 
the main subject and ideally with a non-distracting background. Photos can either be general shots of the 
breed or relate specifically to the column topic. 
 
 
What file format is best for photos? 
 
Photos in the form of JPEG or JPG files (with the file name ending in “.jpg”) are preferred, although we 
can also accept PNG or TIFF files. Again, please send photos as attached files, not inserted into the text. 
 
 
What file name should I give the photo? 
 
Please rename your photo if possible, rather than keeping an original file name such as “IMG 07986” 
(or whatever) that was assigned by the camera. Those can be a real challenge for us to keep track of. 
 
As with naming the text file for your column (described on page 5), please give the photo a name that 
includes the name of your breed (abbreviated or shortened is OK) and the month/year of the Gazette issue 
that the column and photo are to appear in. For example, you might give a photo to accompany the Irish 
Setter sample column on p. 4 a name such as the following (anything like this would be fine): 
 

Ir Sett Oct 2021.jpg 
Ir Setter pic 1 10-2021.jpg   
Ir Setter pic 2 10-21.jpg  (For multiple photos sent with a column, include numbers “1,” “2,” etc.) 

 
 
How to send a photo 
 
Again, please send photos as separate attachments to your email. Please do NOT send photos pasted 
within a Word document or within a PDF or RTF file of your entire article. (For instructions on how to 
attach a file to your email, see page 15.)  
 
Please email photos to Arliss.Paddock@akc.org, either with the same email as your column or in a 
separate email. 
 
Also, please include in your email any helpful caption information about the photo, as well as the 
name of the person who provided the photo. We will be sure to include photo credit as requested. 
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Tips on column content — Who are our readers? 
 
As you’re working on your columns and coming up with topics to write about, it’s important to consider 
who the readers of your column are likely to be.  
 
Since the Gazette’s beginnings more than 130 years ago, the magazine’s core readership has been 
dedicated dog fanciers eager to learn more about purebred dogs and the sport. Several years ago we 
conducted a survey of our readers, and following is some of what we found out: 
 
Involvement in the sport: Readers participate in the full gamut of canine events, from conformation to 
agility and earthdog competitions, field trials, obedience, rally, lure coursing, Barn Hunt, Scent Work, 
dock diving, search-and-rescue, and more—and include judges, trainers, groomers, veterinarians, and 
handlers, as well as involved breeders, dog-club members, and all sorts of people with an interest in dogs.   
 
Topics that readers are especially interested in: Of a list of topics that were given in the survey, 
readers responded that they were most interested in reading the following: 
 

Health and genetics information, practical dog-care tips, grooming tips, canine behavior 
topics, training tips, advice from breeders, information on showing/judging, discussion of 
breed traits and type, interviews with vets and experienced dog people, breed history, and 
rescue topics.  

 
So as you write your column, keep in mind that most of the people who will read it are serious fanciers 
who are quite involved in the sport and have an intermediate to advanced level of dog knowledge. They 
have varied professions and interests and generally are well educated. In other words, you need not shy 
away from dealing with more esoteric topics relating to dogs.  
 
Remember that “lighter” approaches are always welcome, too: Their varied hobbies and backgrounds 
prove Gazette readers to be an interesting, lively bunch who love having dogs and appreciate many 
aspects of life. They enjoy reading humorous anecdotes, colorful personal-interest stories, and pieces 
relating dogs to culture, art, and history, as well as more conventional columns. 
 

 
How has the audience changed now that the magazine is digital?  

Does this affect how I should write my column?  
 

Although the Gazette’s readership demographics have shifted slightly over the years with its 
evolution as an electronic publication, our core audience continues to be serious fanciers who 
participate in dog events. 
 
However, you can take into consideration that with our always-expanding online readership, your 
column will probably also be seen by many people new to your breed. Your column provides an 
excellent opportunity to educate both experienced fanciers and prospective owners. 
 
With a number of potential readers less familiar with the world of purebred dogs, a suggestion (but 
not a requirement) is that you might consider having one or more “broader” columns over the 
course of the year of interest to novices or prospective pet owners who are seeking information 
about your breed—and who may become the involved fanciers of tomorrow. That is, you might 
consider to write most columns primarily aimed at the serious fancier, but also one or more now 
and then aimed at educating more novice owners as well. 
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What should I write about? 

 
The Gazette column is a great opportunity to provide education and insights about the breed or about 
dogs in general, information about parent-club programs and events, and more. The people who read 
your column are like fellow fanciers who sit beside you at ringside, always eager to read about dogs 
and to learn more information or a new tip or perspective. Think of your column as an opportunity 
to share with other serious dog lovers a wide variety of information and material of interest 
about your breed—as well as material relating to dogs and/or the sport in general, if you wish.  
 
• What are some of the insights you’ve gained over the time you’ve been involved in the breed? 

Think of knowledge, observations, and advice that can educate others. Do you have memories or 
amusing anecdotes to share? Significant moments or interesting tidbits from years ago? 

 
• You can also share the expertise of others through guest columns and interviews. Think of 

people in the parent club who have many years in your breed, and consider drawing from their 
experience. Offer to interview old-timers so they can share some of their valuable knowledge, or 
invite them to provide comments on specific topics or questions.  
 
Also, think of people in your breed with expertise in specific areas. You can invite them to write 
about something having to do with their area of specialization, or have them offer a few tips or 
comments for a column that you’re writing.  

 
• Many current and prospective judges read every breed column. Keep in mind that through your 

column, you are mentoring judges of your breed as well as fellow owners and breeders. The 
column offers a very important opportunity for serious fanciers to share with judges their 
knowledge of the subtleties of breed’s type and character. What essential breed traits would the 
club and breeders like to emphasize to judges? How can experienced fanciers mentor judges 
as they strive to deepen their understanding of the breed? 

 
 

What’s special about your breed? 
 
• Whether your column is always breed-specific is up to you. It is not required that every column 

you write be just about your breed. If you wish, some or even all of your columns can be on 
broader topics of interest to all dog people. Keep in mind, though, that fanciers do tend to look 
forward to columns that specifically relate to their breed; also, there will be some people reading 
columns when they’re considering a new breed. Whether the topic is health, breeding, placing 
puppies, showing, training, performance, breed history, anecdotes, or just life with dogs, you can 
consider how it relates to your breed specifically. 

 
Here are just a few of kinds of breed-specific topics you might consider: thoughts on what drew 
you to this breed and to the sport; advice on raising, showing, or training the breed; interesting or 
important stories from the breed’s history; or insights on how breed type has evolved. Your 
column offers a great opportunity to communicate about your breed’s unique attributes. 
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More tips on what to write about … 
 
Most of all, people read the Gazette because they want to learn. The publication has been known as 
“the most respected name in dogs” not only because of its distinguished history, but also because of the 
ample resources uniquely available to us, such as the knowledge of our dedicated breed columnists. This 
wealth of talent and expertise offers potential for many types of columns, on a great variety of topics. 
 
Tip: Do interviews. An interview can be one of the most effective and vivid ways to share knowledge, 
opinions, and insights about the breed, the sport, a particular activity, and life with dogs in general. A 
number of columnists have had great success in sharing Q&A-style interviews with longtime breeders, 
judges, and participants in specific dog-related activities (therapy work, agility, and so on). 
 
Another tip: Do “how-to.” There is a great demand for “how-to” columns that offer practical, detailed, 
step-by-step advice—whether on techniques of showing, training, handling, grooming, caring for dogs of 
your breed, raising puppies, or evaluating stock. 
 
For starters, here is a short list suggesting the sort of topics you might address in your column. This list is 
just to get you thinking, in case you get stuck—it is by no means exhaustive. 
 

• Training tips of all kinds, including discussions of dealing with or preventing canine behavior 
problems (shyness, aggression, separation anxiety, etc.) 

 
• Discussions of raising your breed (What is special about its development, temperament, etc.?) 
 
• Practical tips on dog care—including tips on coat care and grooming, handling matings, 

whelping, puppy-care, care of older dogs, first aid, caring for eyes and ears, and so on. 
 
• Discussions of specific points of breed type (Are there any “gray areas” or controversies?) 

 
• Humor! Readers love amusing observations and anecdotes about the sport or life with dogs. 

 
• Tips on participating with your dog in a particular activity, or training for that activity 
 
• Historical stories and historical perspectives on the breed or the sport in general 

 
• Breed-rescue stories and issues 
 
• Insights and discussion about the sport and/or being “in dogs” 
 
• Tips on living with dogs—in general, or with your breed specifically (could include discussion of 

home/kennel setup, etc.) 
 
• Discussion of areas where the attention of the fancy is needed (such as legislative issues, specific 

urgent situations, how fanciers can become involved in community issues, and so on) 
 
• Stories of dogs of your breed in unusual circumstances (Dog celebrities or heroes?) 

 
• Stories of notable or extraordinary dogs, owners, or breeders, past or present 
 
• Dealing with specific aspects of being a dog owner. (How about topics such as loss of a pet, living 

with older dogs, give-up, fostering, caring for ill or handicapped dogs, etc.?) 
 
• Any other topics you can think of that would be of interest to dog fanciers 
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A few reminders regarding column content 
 
 
• Club matters. As breed columnist, you serve as the official liaison between your club and the 

Gazette while representing your breed to the rest of the fancy. When discussing a potentially 
controversial topic in your column, please be fair and objective. Remember that Gazette staff 
cannot become involved in club politics or internal disputes. 
 

 
• Please share veterinary information responsibly. Although the breed column is a great place to 

communicate vital information on canine health issues, advances in veterinary medicine, and 
useful health-care tips, please take care in giving veterinary advice. When appropriate, be sure to 
recommend that readers consult with professional veterinary authorities. 

 
 

National specialty coverage 
 
• We welcome reporting on the breed’s national specialty. The national is certainly of primary 

importance in the breed and of great interest to fanciers. (We do ask, however, that listing of actual 
specialty results be limited to the major/significant winners, rather than an extensive listing that is 
likely available elsewhere online.) 
 
Consider talking about aspects of what the event was like, such as any special events or seminars; 
highlights of the location or show site; tributes to notable dogs or people; breed trends observed at 
the national; judges’ comments; and so on.  
 
You could also address topics such as tips for putting on a specialty, the challenges faced by show 
chairs, planning educational events and seminars, or the special touches that made your event 
memorable. 
 
Finally, PHOTOS from the specialty are welcome! We welcome lots of candids especially (please 
limit any formal win shots to a few major winners).  
 
In fact, if you are able to provide an ample selection of good-quality photos from the event, we 
often can feature special coverage of the breed’s national in the “Ringside” section at the front of 
the magazine.  
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Reprinting of breed columns 

 
In submitting their breed column to the AKC Gazette, the author, whether guest contributor or regular 
breed columnist, grants to the AKC all publication rights, including but not limited to the right to 
reproduce all or part of that column in future printed or digital materials.  
 
Because the Gazette holds publication rights, we ask that written permission (such as in an email) is 
requested from the Gazette before the column is reproduced anywhere else, online or in print.  
 

Please email reprint requests to Senior Editor Arliss Paddock at Arliss.Paddock@akc.org. 
 
 
Reprinting of columns by parent clubs  
 
As a standing courtesy, the Gazette is happy to extend ongoing permission to the breed parent 
clubs to reproduce the breed’s column in club publications (whether print or digital) and on the 
club’s website or Facebook page or other club media.  
 
If your club would like to publish the breed’s Gazette column in club publications or other media, 
whether on an ongoing basis or for a particular use, we appreciate if a representative of the club 
notifies Senior Editor Arliss Paddock via email (Arliss.Paddock@akc.org). 
 
We ask that the following language accompany any reproduction of a breed column: 
 

This column first appeared in the [month, year] AKC Gazette and is reproduced here 
with permission. To read or download the Gazette, visit akc.org/products-
services/magazines/akc-gazette. 

 
Please note that we cannot grant permission for a breed column to appear in print or online before its 
regular publication in the Gazette.  
 

 



 

14 

Previously published material, guest writers 
 
 
Can previously published material be used in the breed column? 
 
• As a general policy, we ask that the columns consist of material not previously published 

elsewhere. However, we can sometimes make exceptions to this. If you have a question about 
previously published material, please contact the editor at Arliss.Paddock@akc.org well ahead of 
the deadline to check whether the material will be acceptable.  
 
Please note that for previously published material our legal department absolutely requires that 
you send an authorization signed by the copyright holder (usually, but not always, the publisher) to 
reprint the story in whole or in part in your column (include the Gazette issue date). Also, please 
send a copy of the material as it originally appeared. A signed permission from anyone other than 
the copyright holder—for instance, the editor of a breed magazine where the article first 
appeared—is not legally acceptable. Please be aware that material will be edited to the Gazette 
breed-column format. 

 
 
Can I have guest writers contribute columns? 

 
Absolutely! Having others contribute a column is a great way to present other perspectives, training 
methods, and expert information that may be outside your own area of knowledge.  
 
Regarding guest columns, please note: 
 
• To avoid potential embarrassment or copyright issues:  

 
For each guest column, please have the guest columnist email to Arliss.Paddock@akc.org a brief 
statement saying that the article was written for your column (noting the Gazette issue date) and 
that the guest writer gives permission for use of the material.  
 
This note can either be emailed separately or sent with the column. 
 
Here is a sample statement: 
 

I wrote the article “[title of guest column]” for the [name of breed] column to appear in the 
[month, year of issue] AKC Gazette, and I give permission for its use. 

 
• Please include a brief introduction about the writer at the beginning.  
 
• Please also include a “thank you” to the guest contributor at the end of the column. 
 
• Please see the following page for further tips and information for guest writers. 
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Guest columnist information sheet 
 
(Breed columnists: Please feel free to copy the below and send it to those who have agreed to do a guest 
column. It is recommended that you also provide them with the information in the “Submitting Your 
Column” section that follows.) 
 
The AKC Gazette issue that you will be writing a guest column for is   . 
The deadline for submitting your column is        .  
(Submission information follows.) 
 
Dear Guest Columnist, 

Thank you very much for agreeing to write a guest breed column for the AKC Gazette. Following is a 
brief overview of breed columns guidelines. If you have a question about doing the column, please feel 
free to contact the AKC Gazette Breed Columns Editor, Arliss Paddock, at Arliss.Paddock@akc.org. 
 
• Please get your column to me at [regular columnist’s email address] by the deadline. Columns 

received too late might not be published in the designated issue. If an unexpected situation arises that 
might affect your getting the column in on time, please let me know ASAP. 

 
• Please include in your email a sentence stating that you give permission for this column to be 

published in the [month, year of issue] AKC Gazette. 
 
• Try to keep your column no longer than about 600 words, although this is flexible and can be 

extended upon request. Columns may be edited for style and clarity.  
 

• About AKC Gazette readers: Please keep in mind that many Gazette readers are serious fanciers who 
are experienced in and knowledgeable about dogs, quite involved in the sport, own more than one 
dog, and have had purebred dogs for at least a few years. Thus feel free to delve into advanced 
aspects of canine-related topics if you wish. Keep in mind too that there are many fanciers of other 
breeds sure to read your column, as well as novice prospective owners interested in your breed, so be 
sure to provide clarification of important terms and concepts. 

 
• Provide complete information. Please don’t use abbreviated or partial names or less well-known 

acronyms or terminology and assume that readers will know exactly who or what you are referring to. 
 
• Give it a good once-over, for the reader’s sake—please read your column through one last time, 

preferably out loud, before submitting. Think in terms of being as clear as possible, eliminate 
unnecessary repetition, and make changes if needed. 

 
• In case the editor has a question about your column, when you send your column please be sure to 

include at the end of it an email address where you can be reached. (This information will not be 
published.) 

 
• If you have a question, please email the editor at Arliss.Paddock@akc.org. We’re happy to help!  
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Submitting your column 
 

Please review the format guidelines outlined on Page 5 of this document. When your column is ready, 
please email it before the deadline directly to the editor at the following address: 

Arliss.Paddock@akc.org  
 

Please note: The Gazette accepts breed-column copy only from the club’s designated 
representative. Even if you have a guest writer, the text of the column must be submitted by you. 
 
HOW TO EMAIL YOUR COLUMN 
In the boxes below are instructions for the two ways you can email your column. Either way is OK. 
 

Method 1: Send your column as an attached file. 

One way to email your column is as an attached file.  
 
If you don’t know how to do this, you should be able to find simple instructions by clicking 
on “Help” in your email program. The process usually involves something like this: 
 
• When you’ve finished writing your column, save it—preferably giving it a file name 

that indicates the breed and the Gazette issue month the column is intended for. The file 
name should end in “.doc” or “.docx”—please don’t send it as a PDF or RTF file. 

 
• Go to your email program and create a new email. 
 
• Click on an option or button that says “Attach file.” (It’s probably somewhere on or  
       near your email window—or there may be an icon of a paper-clip to click on.) 
 
• Click on the column’s file name, which you should be able to find by navigating (often 

via a drop-down menu) to wherever the file is located on your computer. 
 
Now your email should be ready to send to Arliss.Paddock@akc.org. 
 

OR: 
Method 2: Type or paste the text of your column into your email message. 

If you wish, you can simply type your column into an email message. Or, after writing the 
column you can “paste” the text into the email. Doing this entails three basic steps, outlined 
here for those unfamiliar with the process: 
 
• Highlight or select the text of your column in the program you’ve created it in. 
       This may involve holding down your mouse button and dragging over the text. 
       Then click on the “Copy” command (this is usually one of the choices in a menu at 
       the top of your screen under the heading “Edit”). 
 
• Go directly to the application where you compose email. Open a new email message,  
       then click your cursor in the body of the message. 
 
• Under the “Edit” menu again, choose the “Paste” command. The column text should 
       now appear in your email message. 
 
Now your email should be ready to send to Arliss.Paddock@akc.org. 
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While email is our standard method of receiving columns, in an emergency you can fax your column 

to (212) 696-8239, Attention Breed Columns Editor, or send it by US mail. 
 
Manuscripts that are faxed or mailed to us will have to be retyped. Please be sure to send them in well 
before the deadline to allow time for this. 
 
If you have to send your manuscript by U.S. mail, it should be typed and double-spaced.  
 
 Mail to:  

Breed Columns Editor, AKC Gazette, 101 Park Avenue, 5th Floor, New York, NY 10178  
 

 
 

So that we can reach you if there is a question, please always be sure to include your current email 
address at the bottom of every column submission, or your phone number if you don’t check email 

often. (Your phone number will NOT be published in the magazine.) 
 

Please email the editor at Arliss.Paddock@akc.org if you have a problem submitting your column. 
 

If you have not received a reply email confirming receipt within a week of your submission,  
you might wish to check with me to be assured that your column arrived and is on file.  

 
 

•   •   •  
 

Thank you very much for contributing your time and talent as the AKC Gazette columnist for 
your parent club and for your breed.  

 
We appreciate the extensive knowledge and experience the breed columnists represent, and 

we are honored to provide this educational forum for lovers of purebred dogs. 
 

The abundance of expertise shared in the breed columns is a big part of why the Gazette has 
been named “Best Online Magazine” multiple times by the Dog Writers Association of 

America. Thank you for being one of our experts! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
— Arliss Paddock, AKC Gazette Senior Editor 

Arliss.Paddock@akc.org  


